Research on whole language education

in UCLA
Shen , Chiaming  

Taihe Primary School , Chiayi county
   Thanks for the ministry of education providing the scholarship .It’s an unforgettable experience to study at the top university of the United States . I took the summer session course in  University of California Los Angeles . During the period of summer session , I not only improve their English but also make friends from USA and different countries .
I、How come I choose UCLA ? 
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   University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA)was founded in 1919. UCLA was formerly known as the Los Angeles Teachers College. It is ranked at NO. 31 World University . In UC education system , only University of California, Berkeley (UCB, ranked 22) is better than UCLA . UCLA is the second best public university in USA .
     American higher education tuition is very expensive for international students . I have to pay 339 dollars per unit. What’s more , international students have to take more than 8 units class and hold F1 visa in the six weeks summer session course .Because the tuition is so expensive that I studied very hard. In the end , I got GPA 3.5 in my grade.

     There are lots of international students studying in UCLA so it is a good place to observe ESL (English as Second Language) class . English as a second language (ESL) is the use or study of English by speakers with different native languages. In English-speaking countries, English language teaching has essentially evolved in two broad directions: instruction for people who intend to live in an English-speaking country and for those who do not. 
II、Education resources in UCLA
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   UCLA Student Writing Center’s mission is to enrich the education of undergraduate students in all disciplines through individualized consultations on writing.
   Serving as attentive and experienced readers, peer learning facilitators (PLFs) work collaboratively with writers and tailor sessions to the writers’ needs and concerns. PLFs can help writers discover, explore, and articulate their ideas as well as suggest writing strategies and alternatives for the writer to consider. PLFs can also provide instruction in the conventions of academic writing, appropriate use of sources, and language use and editing strategies. In the end, however, PLFs leave the decisions and actual writing and editing to the writers. 
  I took advantage of Writing Center and got good scores in my mid-term and final paper . 
III、Active Learning Style in USA 
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  The teaching approach in USA is active learning style . At the first class, the professor will issue the syllabus and will require students to read reading assignments per week . The professor will also upload all essays to the teaching site .UCLA has its own course website URSA . In URSA , you can not only find out the teacher's syllabus but also can discuss with the teacher.

   American students often interrupted the teachers’ lecture at class in order toask questions . It’s definitely a cultural shock for an Asian student like me . In UCLA class , you have to study hard in order to discuss with the professor at class .

IV、UCLA Extension
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    UCLA Extension offers a wide variety of continuing education programs. It is  designed to meet the needs of working adults and develop corporate education . 
    UCLA Extension offers over 100 language programs which are ideal for you to improve and increase your English skills in a particular area or explore a new career in the future . 
    Although I took the regular class in UCLA , I encourage other teachers to study in UCLA Extension . You can make friends from ESL countries and sharpen up your English listening ability .
IIV、The trip to Stanford University
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    I took the trip to education department in Stanford university. Stanford University is one of the world's leading research universities. Stanford is known for its entrepreneurial character, drawn from the legacy of its founders, Jane and Leland Stanford, and its relationship to Silicon Valley. Research and teaching stresses interdisciplinary approaches to problem solving. Areas of excellence range from the humanities to social sciences to engineering and the sciences. Stanford is located in California's Bay Area, one of the most intellectually dynamic and culturally diverse areas of the nation.
VI、 English teaching volunteer in Cambodia
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  I took the course of International Development Studies (IDS) in UCLA . My Professor Commins is working in World Bank . He is actually responsible for the aid project in Cambodia, Pakistan, Africa and so on .We also discussed about  the empowerment, state ownership and local development plans at class .During the period of studying in UCLA, I was deeply inspired by the teacher and I actually went to Cambodia to do the English teaching volunteer job.

         

VII、Conclusion
    American college students learning attitude and atmosphere is very active and aggressive in the classroom . It’s is an unforgettable experience for me to study in UCLA . It definitely broadened my horizon . I think it will be beneficial for my English –teaching job in the future .
