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@: A long time ago, an old , an old woman and
some animals lived ol arm.

%o@ &@ @: Farm, farm, we live on the farm.

We have fun and love everyone
Who lives at the farm.

@: An old man planted a
litHe turnip.

E;Q @ 6‘@ @: The sunis up. The sky is blue.

Go and plant the turnip seeds.

‘T': Grow, grow, litfle turnip.
Grow sweel,

%: Grow, grow, little turnip. Grow big.

O@p 6 .@ @ : Grow, grow. grow big. liftle furnip.
O@ 6’ @ @: Grow big and sweet.

O‘;&\ 8 .@ @ : Grow, grow, grow sweef, Iiﬁle' .Turnip.

@: The little turnip grew big and sweet.

@: One day, the old man went to pull the turnip up.

@ Wow! What a big, sweet turnip!
Let me pullit up!

@: He pulled and pulled,

OG0 & © ©: ruled and pulled.

@ Turnip, turnip, come Q&
Turnip, turnip, come on up.

@: The little turnip grew sweet and big. /,‘2 ?

|'~‘J

@O 6@ ﬁ The tumnip didn’t come up.
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Reader’s theater teaching methods ( 2006, Toni Buzzco)
Assigning Parts

Choose scripts within readers’ reach.

Match parts to reading abilities.
Don’t force unwilling readers.
Ample rehearsal time is essential for struggling readers.

Pair English Language Learners with fluent readers to read a part chorally.

Rehearsing

Adequate time for practice and performance are essential.

Substantial practice leads to substantial improvement.

Highlight each character’s part throughout a script.

Duplicate scripts for each reader—one to leave at school and one to take home.

Allow students to determine when they are ready to perform.

Interpretation

Encourage reading with expression.

Use voice to communicate character emotions.

Use facial expression to communicate character emotions.

Appropriate gestures increase retention.

Gestures make Reader’s Theater more interesting to perform and watch.

Mime techniques add polish.

Setting the Stage

Use script binders (%2 to 1 inch ring binders).
Music stands for scripts leave hands free for gesturing.
Make oak tag name tags with a neck string for each character.

Use rotating stools for readers (readers face forward only when reading their parts).



One Monday Morning

Characters

Narrator

Reader 1: Amy
Reader 2: Amy's mom
Chorus

Narrator
It was Monday morning. Amy was sleeping.
Chorus

Narrator
It was 6:45, time for school, but Amy didn't get up till mom walked into her
bedroom.

Mom

Amy, wake up! It's seven o'clock. It's time for school.
Amy

Oh, no!
Chorus

Oh, nol It's seven o'clock. Amy will be late.
Narrator, Mom, Chorus

Late, late, late for school

Amy will be late for school

Narrator
Amy jumped out of bed. She walked into the bathroom.
Amy
Wash, wash, T wash my face.
All
This is the way I wash my face, wash my face, wash my face.
This is the way I wash my face. So early in the morning.
Amy
Brush, brush, I brush my teeth.
All
This is the way I brush my fteeth, brush my teeth, brush my teeth.
This is the way I brush my fteeth. So early in the morning.
Narrator
Amy walked back to the bedroom.
Amy

Change, change, I change my clothes.
7



All

This is the way I change my clothes, change my clothes, change my clothes.
This is the way I change my clothes. So early in the morning.

Narrator

Amy walked into the kitchen.
Mom

Did you brush your teeth?
Amy

Yes, I did.
Chorus

Amy brushed her teeth.
Mom

Did you wash your face?
Amy

Yes, I did.
Chorus

Amy washed her face.
Mom

Good girl. Let's go!
Narrator

It was 7:45. They were just in time.
Amy kissed her mom and said good-bye.

Amy

Good-bye! Oh, no! I'm wearing my slippers.

Mom, Chorus
Oh, no!
All

We better get up on time every day.

Narrator, Mom

Tell me, tell me what you did this morning.

Chorus

Tell me, tell me what you did this morning.

Narrator, Mom, Chorus

Did you wash your face, brush your teeth,
Change your clothes, and walk to school?
Tell me, tell me what you did this morning.

Amy

Yes, I washed my face, brushed my teeth,
Changed my clothes, and walked to school.
All  Now tell me, tell me what you did this morning.

www.shutterstock.com - 69445279




How's the Weather? (Hello, Darbie! Lesson 1, Book 7)
Characters

Narratori x2 Reader 1: Amy [Reader 2: Tony
Chorus| x4

Narrator e -
Amy wakes up in the morning. éx“:@\ a ”‘f“\x%
Amy —— ) g
How's the weather?
Ton How's the weather, Tony?
Y e
Oh, it's rainy. Oh, it's rainy.
Chorus What do yo'u want to do?
Oh, nol It's rainy. We’ll...I don't know. o
Narrator Let s. have some cake and play inside.
It's rainy. Amy and Tony can't go out. All right
All
Rain, rain, go away! Come again another day.
Little Tony want to play. Rain, rain, go away!
Tony
What do you want to do?
Amy
Well..I don't know.
Tony
Let's have some cake and play inside.
Chorus
Some cake and play inside.
Amy
All right!
Narrator

Amy and Tony will have some cake and play inside.

Narrator, Tony, Amy
How's the weather?
Chorus
It's rainy, rainy, rainy, rainy!
How's the weather?
Narrator, Tony, Amy
It's rainy, rainy, rainy, rainy!
All  Let's have some cake and play inside.
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Narrator
Amy and Tony are eating cake.
Tony

Look! It's sunny now.

So, what do you want to do, Amy? Look! It's sunny now.
So, what do you want to do,
Amy Amy?
I want to go swimming. I want to go swimming
Chorus Ok. Let's gol
Go swimming| Hurray!
Tony Wow, what's that?
Ok. Let's go! A giant!
Amy
Hurray!
Narrator

Tony and Amy want to go swimming.

Narrator, Tony, Amy
It's sunny. What do you want to do?
Chorus
Let's go camping, fishing, hiking and swimming!
It's sunny. What do you want to do?
Narrator, Tony, Amy
Let's go camping, fishing, hiking and swimming!

Narrator, Tony, Amy
How's weather? Is it rainy?
Chorus
No, it's not rainy!
Narrator, Tony, Amy
Windy? Cloudy?
Chorus
Not windy! Not cloudy!
All
It's sunny. Sunny, sunny, what a sunny day!

Let's go play and play! Play on a sunny day! Hurray!

10



What subject do you like? Scripted by Archie (Hello, Darbie! Lesson 1, Book 8)
Characters

Narrator, x2 (Chorus| x4

Reader 1: Mulan Reader 2: Mom| |Reader 2: Dad

Narrator
Mulan and her mother are in the market.
Mom
Mulan, do you like music? Mulan, do you like music?
Mulan No, I don't.
No. T don't. Mulan, do you like art? T can teach
ou.
Narrator, Dad l);lo, thanks.
Mulan doesn't like music. What subject do you like?
Chorus |Music, music, we like music. I like PE.
Mom But PE is for boys, not for girls.
Mulan, do you like art? I can teach you.
Mulan
No, thanks.

Narrator, Dad

Mulan doesn't like art.
Chorus |Art, art, art is fun.
Mom

Mulan, what subject do you like?
Mulan

I like PE.
Mom

But PE is for boys, not for girls.
Chorus PE is for boys, not for girls?
Narrator

Mulan doesn't like music and art
Dad But she likes PE.

©Elizabeth O. Dulemba
www.dulemba.com

All  What do you like? (*2) What subject do you like?
Mulan, Mom, Dad
Chinese, English, math and science.
Chorus Art, music, PE and social studies.
All  What do you like? *2. What subject do you like?
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Narrator

Mulan and her mother go back home. | What's wrong, Daddy? You look sad.

Mulan Oh, nothing.
What's wrong, Daddy? You look sad. Go to your room.
Dad Oh, nothing. Yes, Mom.

Look at this. I'm too old. Boys... boys...,
We need a boy.
Don't worry, I can be a boy. See?

Mom  Go to your room.
Mulan Yes, Mom.
Narrator

Mulan's father looks sad. What's wrong?
Chorus |Sad, sad, Mulan's father looks sad. What's wrong?
Dad

Look at this. I'm too old. Boys... boys..., we need a boy.
Narrator

Mulan hears what Mom and Dad are talking about.
Mom I'm sorry.
Narrator Just then

Mulan %\\ =
Don't worry. I can be a boy. See? N\ , "y
Mom, Dad . [V
A boy, Mulan can be a boy! — S W
Narrator, Chorus - ; \;\,( \\
Wow, Mulan is a boy! I 4
Mulan ¢ V&
W

Yes, I'm ready to be a soldier.

All

ﬁ |

A soldier, a soldier, to fight in the war!

Sing with the tune
walkmg walking”
All  Fighting, fighting, fighting, fighting,

Narrator, Mulan, Dad, Mom Boys or girls? Girls or boys?
Chorus What do you think? What do you think?
Boys like art class. Girls like PE class.
Narrator, Mulan, Dad, Mom
Boys and girls, what do you think?
All
PE, English, music and art,
Chinese, math, science, social studies,
Now tell me, tell me what subject do you like.
We love English of coursel




Who has any good ideas? (5igr3:sE—T)

Characters:
Narrator, Ms. Li, Peter, Sam, Linda, Chorus (Classmates)

Narrator

The school fair’s coming. Ms. Li is talking to the class about the event.
Ms. Lin

The school fair’s coming. Every class has to run a food or game stand. Who has any good
ideas?
Chorus

A food or game stand for the school fair!
All

Eat, eat, eat at the food stand

Play, play, play at the game stand

We need a hand for the crowded land
Peter

I do. Let’s have a puppet show.
Chorus

A puppet show!
Ms. Lin

Good idea. So, who’s good at puppet shows?
Peter

Sam is.
Sam

No, I’m not. I just watch puppet shows on TV.
Narrator

Not a puppet show, but something else.
Linda

What about a spooky house?
Chorus

A spooky house!
Sam

That’s great. Peter and I have a lot of Halloween toys.
Chorus

Me too.
Ms. Li

OK. Let’s have a spooky house.
Narrator

The class decided to have a spooky house for the school fair.
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All
Boys and girls of every age
Wouldn't you like to see something strange?
Come with us and you will see

This, our stand of Halloween

This is Halloween, this is Halloween

Pumpkins scream in the dead of night

This is Halloween, everybody make a scene
Trick or treat till the neighbors gonna die of fright
It's our stand, everybody scream

In this stand of Halloween

Narrator
On the next day
Ms. Li
Peter and Sam bring us some Halloween toys for the school fair event.
Linda
Wow. There are a lot of spooky toys.
All
A lot of spooky toys.
Peter
Sure. We have a ghost mask, a red nose, long nails...
Chorus
A ghost mask, a red nose, long nails
Sam
Who has vampire teeth?
Peter
I do. Here you are.
Ms. Lin
Who has vampire teeth?
Chorus
Sam does. Sam has vampire teeth.
Sam
Thanks. But these are black. I need white teeth.
Peter
Why? Black teeth are cool.
Sam

It’s dark in the spooky house. You can’t see them there.
14



Ms. Lin
Well, any good ideas?
Linda
Any good ideas?
Peter
How about a vampire without teeth?
Sam
Huh?
Chorus
A vampire without teeth?
Peter
Our vampire is very very old. Haha.
Chorus

Haha... a very very old vampire.

All
Vampire here, vampire there, vampire everywhere
Come to our spooky house
We’ll scare you like a mouse
Vampire here, vampire there, vampire everywhere
All

I am the one hiding under your bed
Teeth ground sharp and eyes glowing red
I am the one hiding under yours stairs

Fingers like snakes and spiders in my hair

This is Halloween, this is Halloween

Halloween! Halloween! Halloween!

15



Too Big for the Game
There is a little boy, Johnny who goes to Sunny Elementary School. The little boy is not
little at all. He is much, much bigger than any of the other kids.
At school, all the kids are playing on the playground as usual.

\Some kids are playing on the see—saw.| Little Johnny comes and wants to join them. “No,

you’re too big for this game! No one can play with you on the see-saw even if we get all the others

on the same side,” say the kids.

Little Johnny feels sad. He looks around and sees other \kids playing on the swing.\ Little

Johnny comes and wants to join them. “No, you’re too big for this game! You will break the
swings,” say the kids.

Little Johnny walks away. He wishes he was not that big. Then, he finds there are some

othed kids playing on the slide\. Little Johnny comes and wants to join them. “No, you’re too big for

the game! You will get stuck on the slide. Then we won’t be able to play anymore,” say the kids.
Little Johnny touches his tummy and sighs. He walks to the trees and sees some other

\are playing hide—and—seek| behind the trees. Little Johnny comes and wants to join them. “No,

you’re too big for the game! You’re too big to hide behind the tree. It won’t be fun if everyone can
see you,” say the kids.

Little Johnny is very sad now. “There’s just no game that is the right size for me,” he sighs.
He walks back to the classroom. He feels sick and doesn’t want to go to P.E class even it is his

favorite class. And so he forgot the day’s big event at the P.E class.

The bell rings. The game tug-of-war is going to start in minutes. But no one can find
Jimmy on the school field.

“Where’s Johnny?”

“Why is he not here?”

“We need him for the game.”

“We won’t win the game without him.”

When Little Johnny hears that everyone is looking for him, he remembers that there’s a
game tug-of-war with the other classes for P.E class this afternoon. Then he feels much better while
he thinks it’s his show time. So here he comes, walking to the field, his face smiling with glee.

“Yeah! Johnny is here for tug-of-war,” yell all the kids.

Ready, set, go!

Johnny’s class wins the game in seconds since he is the biggest help of the
game. “Hurray! We win the game!” cheer all the kids from Jimmy’s class. “We couldn’t win the
game without Johnny. He is the hero!”

Everyone is so excited and running around on the school field from all the joy. What a
good time they are all having!

From then on, everyone liked to play with little Johnny, even he is much bigger than the
others. So when Little Johnny comes to join their games, they don’t say anymore, “You are too big

for the game!” Instead, they want to start a new game — one that fits him.
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The World’s Greatest! byR. Kelly
| am a mountain
| am a tall tree
Oh, I am a swift wind
Sweepin' the country
| am a river
Down in the valley
Oh,  am a vision
And | can see clearly
If anybody asks u who | am
Just stand up tall look 'em in the Face and say

[Chorus]
I'm that star up in the sky
I'm that mountain peak up high
Hey, | made it
I'm the world’s greatest
And I'm that little bit of hope
When my backs against the ropes
| can feel it mmm
I'm the world’s greatest

| am a giant
| am an eagle
| am a lion
Down in the jungle
| am a marchin' band
| am the people
| am a helpin' hand
And | am a hero
If anybody asks u who | am
Just stand up tall look 'em in the Face and say
[Chorus] (3x)

It's the greatest
Can you feel it
It's the greatest
Can you feel it
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